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THE SQUIRREL  

I hope that you have all managed to meet with your child’s class 

teacher and share a moment of joy in sharing their best learning. It 

has been lovely seeing some families in school attending face to face 

meetings as well as online and by telephone. This is such a change 

from when I first began teaching as my parents evening ran for a 

couple of evenings from 5pm-10pm at night! I was that teacher that 

always overran because I had so much to say about all of my children 

(as you may have noticed on your child’s report too!) If you have not 

managed to meet with your child’s teacher then please do make an 

appointment that suits you.  

We are aware that progress and attainment has been impacted by 

Covid during the past two years. The Trustees have asked me to write 

an impact report on Covid and in doing so I asked for the data on staff 

and children’s absences. I had a good idea what this would look like 

but even I was shocked to see the results. Take a moment to process 

what I am going to share. We have lost 1000 days to staff absences 

and over 91 school years for the children’s absences! I could not 

quite believe this and it does highlight the impact we have felt in 

education and what feels an impossible task to try and teach all the 

missed learning. We also did this for children individually and again, 

the time missed by one child equates to one school year. This 

continues in school and we have seen a rise of late with 10 staff 

members and 29 children currently off with positive cases. I am aware 

that some schools on the Island have moved to remote learning as 

they just do not have enough staff to open safely. I do have to thank 

Team Lanesend for supporting, changing and covering each other and 

enabling us to keep the school open through these challenging days. 

Cases nationally and on the Isle of Wight also continue to rise. I think 

we all are now looking forward to the day when it truly is over.  

The children are very excited about Red Nose Day tomorrow and 

have been talking about their Emotion Monsters that they have 

created. I overheard one child talking about their jealous jellyfish 

costume and I cannot wait to see that one! Tomorrow the children 

can come to school in a colour that represents an emotion or they 

can go full out Monster Emotion costume with face paint and mad 

monster hair! All are acceptable. Do not forget we are asking for a £1 

donation to support this national event.  

Talking of donations, we are heading towards our annual Easter Egg 

Hunt and we are always very grateful for small egg donations from 

our families. If you are happy to send in any donations please pop 

them into the office and we will place them in our Easter Bunny 

basket. For Easter this year, we are going all out! We would be 

pleased to receive decorated Easter Cakes (no nuts please), Bonnets, 

Eggs, Gardens and Art brought into school on Wednesday 6th April 

which we will then display and award prizes for but also sell off the 

Easter cakes for our first cake sale in two years! Previously, we have 

had some amazing cakes and I have purchased one or two for my own 

Easter at home. It will be so nice to celebrate Easter all together for 

the first time since 2019 as we have been in lockdown for 2020 and 

2021. It still seems surreal!  

 

 

We have had a lovely donation of 3 new chickens for our hen house 

and they have been getting to know each other from a distance 

before we introduce them to each other. Thank you to Berxwedan  

and his family for our new Hens which you have named Kami, Kelli and 

Kori. I believe they are already laying eggs and I saw the children in 

the Den the other evening enjoying some fresh egg sandwiches! Yum, 

yum, yum!  

In school this week, we had Reverend Amanda who talked about 

being the ‘best version of you’ which links really nicely with our big 

word, ‘best’. Wight Willow Forest School were in on Wednesday for 

Years 2 and 5 and this turned out to be a very wet Wednesday but the 

children still loved the experience. This was followed by a very wet 

semi-final boys football match and my hat goes off to both the 

children and the staff for their commitment and resilience to sport at 

Lanesend. The team were defeated but showed great promise for next 

time.  

On Sunday 20th March, Spring officially begins and it is so nice to see 

the sun shine. It really does make everybody feel better. We begin 

Spring with our Spring Equinox performances on Monday and the 

children are really excited to share their performances with you. They 

have been practising very hard. We are completing our Spelling Bee 

assemblies next week and on Thursday it is our National Tree Planting 

Day where we are going to be outside learning all about planting. We 

also are awaiting a confirmation of our Jubilee Tree Planting Day  to 

support the Queen’s Green Canopy. We finish next week with our 

Dance Live Assemblies which we mentioned in last week’s newsletter. 

I will look forward to sharing this fabulous moment of joy! That takes 

us to 25th March. British Summer Time begins on Sunday 27th March 

as well as Mother’s Day. This will only leave two weeks until the end 

of the Spring term! 

I did have lots of concerned families report to me about parking 

around the school. This has gone further and is now in the domain of 

our local Councillor and the Enforcement Services. It is about having 

awareness of everybody in our community and being considerate 

drivers. With rising fuel costs isn't this the perfect opportunity to leave 

the car at home and walk. I was really pleased to see the car park half 

empty over the last couple of weeks as staff have joined me in walking 

to school.  

Just a final end to our newsletter, I have had a couple of families 

mention people liking posts on social media. As I am sure you are all 

aware, social media is open to every one and there will be lots of 

people liking and being interested in what we do. Many are extended 

families that live right around the world. We monitor our media very 

closely and if we are ever at all concerned we would take the 

appropriate steps. Thank you for your vigilance in bringing this to our 

attention but please be reassured that safeguarding is always our top 

priority. 

Have a lovely weekend. Enjoy the sunshine.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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This Week’s Debate… 

 

Comic Relief—Emotion Monster Dress Up  

Friday 18th March—£1 donation 

How important is it to show bravery as a leader? 

Spring Equinox Performances—Monday 21st March 2022 

10am—Arctic Wolf Class 

10.30am—Beluga Class 

11am—Rockhopper Class 

1.30pm—Penguin Class 

2.00pm—Ermine Class 

Whole School Attendance 

Last Week:  97% 

We would LOVE donations of crème 

egg sized chocolate eggs or chocolate 

Easter Eggs for our Egg Hunt on the 

last day of term. Please bring these to 

the main office.  

Thank you. 



Issue 23    Friday 17th March 2022 

 

Year R—Talk to me about...parts of a plant,  caterpillar cress and the independent variable we changed, how to keep money safe and where honey 
comes from. 

 Words to use... nectar, pollen, stem, roots, leaves, independent variable, banks, pension. 

Tips for the week...practise number bonds to ten 

We have been reading... Hansel and Gretel 

Year 1- Talk to me about....mixing colours and using white and black to create tints and tones. Ask me how artists use these in their work.  

Words to use...tint, tone, primary colours, secondary colours, depth.  

Tips for the week...ask me about capacity- what is it? Ask me to compare vessels of different capacity- which holds more a tall glass or a flat bowl? 
How could we check?  

We have been reading... The Colour Monster, Don't Open This Book, Jack and the Beanstalk 

Year 2—Talk to me about ... Plants and growing 

Words to use … stem, roots, leaves, soil, water, sunlight, measure, tall, grow 

Tips for the week... When you are out and about look for signs of spring.  What can you see? What can you hear? 

We have been reading...The wishing chair, The Secret garden, Wind in the Willows.  

Year 3—TALK TO ME ABOUT Life cycle of plants 

WORDS TO USE seed, dispersal, stem, roots 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK Use Scratch at home to master your coding skills 

WE ARE READING Fantastic Mr Fox and The Jungle Book 

Year 4—Talk to me about... electricity and circuits, teeth and the digestive system. 

Words to use... conductor and insulator. 

Tips for the week... to divide a single digit by 10, use a place value grid and shift the digit to the column on the right (the tenths column). 

We have been reading... 'The Legend of Podkin One-Ear' by Kieran Larwood 

Year 5—Talk to me about: 

Animal classifications and speaking in first, second and third person. 

Tip: Find a common denominator if they aren't already the same. 

Reading: Polar Bear Explorers' Club 

Year 6—In year 6, talk to me about ratio. Perhaps I can make some cakes and use ration to double the quantity? Or make a potion with different 
ingredients and triple it! 

Talk to me about different clauses and phrases and see if I can spot different ways of using apostrophes when I am reading. 

In our science lessons we have been exploring how light can reflect and refract when it hits different surfaces. Mrs Dyer's class have been prac-
tising for their assembly which is on Monday - it sounds amazing! 
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Gryffindor House are leading the way in this week’s House Point 

Totals and for the term so far! Well done Gryffindor House! 
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During the Spring term the Reception and Year 6 children are having 

their height and weight recorded by the School Nurses on behalf of The 

Local Authority Public Health, as part of the National Child Measure-

ment Programme.  Nationally this data is sent anonymously to the De-

partment of Health who use the BMI (Body Mass Index) calculated from 

the measurements to target relevant services to specific areas of the 

country.   

Locally this data is kept on your child’s health notes and soon you will 

be sent a letter informing you of which range your child’s BMI falls into.  

It is important to remember that whilst this BMI data is useful to show 

national trends, individually it may produce some unexpected results.  

The BMI ranges try to account for the fact that children are constantly 

growing but occasionally an anomaly will occur and a child who looks to 

be in proportion will record a BMI outside the ‘healthy range’.    

If you receive a letter that puts your child into a different range to one 

you were expecting or you have a concern regarding your child’s 

growth, please contact the School Nursing Team who will be happy to 

look at individual data and offer any support or advice. 

Your School Nurse can be contacted on 0300 123 5224  
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Here is March’s Action for Happiness Calendar—Mindful March 

and Skills Builder Challenge for listening. 
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